


 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

All Accumulated Certificates of 
Trademark Registration Will Be 
Issued by the End of May 2016 

Source: State Administration for Industry and 

Since the article “Registrant Can’t Get a Certificate for 
Half a Year” was published, the State Administration of 
Industry and Commerce (hereinafter referred to as the 
SAIC) paid high attention to this matter and had 
immediately enjoined the departments concerned to 
verify the situation, respond to such concerns and 
initiate internal rectification and reform in earnest. 

Due to the cumbersome procurement procedures and 
the poor cooperation among different sectors, the 
certificates of trademark registration have been delayed 
in sending out. The SAIC issued an official apology for 
the inconvenience brought to the trademark registrants 
and would draw lessons from this matter to optimize 
processes, improve efficiency and prevent similar issues 
from happening again. 

Since March 28, 2016, with the supply of paper in place, 
the SAIC has started printing and issuing certificates to 
registrants. It is expected that all accumulated 
certificates can be issued by the end of May 2016. 
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Jiaquan IP Law Successfully Held the Seminar on Implementation of 
the National Standards for “Enterprise Intellectual Property 

Management”  

 
The seminar was organized by Guangzhou Intellectual Property Office (GZIPO) and Guangzhou Tianhe 
Intellectual Property Office, in collaboration with Guangdong Intellectual Property Association and Jiaquan 
IP Law. More than 150 IP and technical representatives from different industries attended the seminar. 
 
During the seminar, the speakers analyzed the policy, criteria and practice for implementation of the 
Standards, with case studies to interpret application and enforcement of intellectual property rights. They 
also offer valuable advices to enterprise operators on utilizing intellectual property rights to make 
long-term business strategies.  
 

 
 
 
 

Chinese Classification of Goods and Services (2016 Version,  
Based on 10th Edition of Nice Classification) Officially Published  

 
The 10th Edition of Nice Classification (2016 Version) has  
been implemented since 1 January 2016 among member  
countries of the Nice Union as requested by WIPO.  
Thereafter, the Trademark Office of the State Administration  
for Industry & Commerce of the PRC made adjustment to  
the original Chinese Classification and officially published  
Chinese Classification of Goods and Services (2016 Version,  
based on 10th Edition of Nice Classification) as a guidance to trademark registration, utilization, protection 
and management in China. 
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Jiaquan Awarded as Two-Star Patent Agency and Three Attorneys 
Ranked as Star Attorneys 

 
The results of the evaluation activity on Comprehensive Strength of Chinese 
Patent Agency 2015 sponsored by China Intellectual Property News were 
released in Beijing on Mar 26, 2016. Jiaquan IP law was awarded as a 
two-star patent agency. Our president Mr. Xinxue YU and our partner Mr. 
Jiangming FENG were among the three-star attorneys, while Mr. Yingqiang 
TAN ranked as a one-star patent attorney. 
 
The results of the evaluation activity were presented in forms of four-star, three-star, two-star and 
one-star patent agency and attorney. Jiaquan stands out from nearly 200 agencies and 500 attorneys 
through the Organizing Committee’s strict screening, which included objective data evaluation, social 
questionnaire evaluation and experts’ review. 
 
Jiaquan ranks among the best in Guangdong agencies with a steady increase on the number of 
represented applications and lawsuits every year. For more than 30 years, as one of the earliest 
patent and trademark law offices in China, Jiaquan has always been adhering to the spirit of being 
“professional and respectful, pragmatic and innovative” to provide IPR owners with high quality and 
convenient IP service. 

 
Xinxue YU 
Mr. Yu is general manager of Jiaquan IP Law and director of the firm’s mechanics group. He 
has nearly 25 years experience in intellectual property law, having prosecuted over 3000 
patent applications and litigated over 100 patent cases. Mr. Yu received his B.S. from Tongji 
University in locomotive design and production, and has extensive industrial experience in 
chemical processing methods and equipment. His practice covers a wide range of technical 
fields, including electro-mechanical devices, chemistry, and electronics. 

 
Jianming FENG 
Mr. Feng was engaged in LCD technology research and development from 2001 to 2003 
before joining Jiaquan in 2003. 
With many years of professional practice in patent application, prosecution and 
enforcement, Mr. Feng has earned a reputation for his outstanding performance and 
scrupulous work. 
 

 
Jacky Yingqiang TAN 
Mr. Tan joined Jiaquan in 2009 and is now Vice President of Jiaquan IP Law. Prior to his 
career in law, Mr. Tan worked at a large electronics group for design and production of 
integrated circuitry. Thereafter, he served for an international mobile phone manufacturer 
for research and development of operating systems for computer software and GPRS 
modems. 
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 New Balance USA Run into 

a Brick Wall Again Due to the Non Bis in Idem Principle 
Writer:  Koko H. Jiang 

 
In April 2015, the U.S. sneaker maker New Balance (hereafter referred to as “New Balance USA”) was 
ordered by Guangzhou Intermediate People’s Court to pay a damage of CNY 98million (USD 15.8 million / 
EUR 14.1 million) to a Chinese citizen, Yuelun ZHOU, for the reason of infringement against ZHOU’s 
trademark “新百伦” (pronounced as “Xin Bai Lun”). The news had hit the headlines. This year, New 
Balance USA filed an appeal at Beijing Intellectual Property Court against the decision of its previous 
invalidation request to invalidate trademark No. 3954764 owned by New Balance Trading (China) Co., Ltd. 
(hereafter referred to as “New Balance China”). But the court finally revoked the invalidation made by 
Trademark Review and Adjudication Board (the TRAB). New Balance USA consequently has run into a brick 
wall again due to the non bis in idem principle. 
 
      

Trademark No. 175151 
in the name of New Balance USA 

Trademark No. 3954764 
in the name of New Balance China 

  

 
Case Review 
 
In 2007, New Balance USA filed an opposition against the trademark application No.3954764 “N” with 
China Trademark Office (the CTMO), in order to prevent the mentioned trademark from registration. 
However, it was decided by the CTMO that the grounds of opposition were not justified. New Balance USA 
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was not satisfied with the decision and therefore filed an application for review of the opposition with the 
TRAB. In 2011, the TRAB issued a decision that New Balance China’s trademark application No.3954764 
was not similar with New Balance USA’s registered trademark No.175151 and was therefore approved to 
be registered. This decision has become legally effective since New Balance USA did not file an appeal 
after receiving the decision. 
 
In 2014, New Balance USA filed an invalidation request against New Balance China’s trademark 
No.3954764 “N” with the TRAB. However, it turned out that the TRAB decided to maintain the legal effect 
of New Balance China’s trademark No.3954764. Then New Balance USA filed an appeal against the 
decision before Beijing Intellectual Property Court. However, after examination, the Court found that the 
ground for invalidation request was one of the grounds for the review of opposition. Since the TRAB had 
made a decision before in the procedure of review of opposition and the decision has been legally 
effective, it shall not make a decision again on the invalidation request. Consequently, the adjudication on 
the invalidation request was revoked by Beijing Intellectual Property Court according to non bis in idem 
principle. 
 
 
Our Comments 
 
We shall try every possible legal procedure but not give up easily when facing with trademark disputes. 
New Balance USA made two consecutive mistakes and consequently got bogged down in such a situation. 
 
1. The decision on review of opposition was issued in 2011, which is well before the implementation of 
the New Trademark Law in China. At that time, if the opponent was not satisfied with the decision, he/she 
could file an appeal within time limit and try to solve the problem in judicial proceedings. However, New 
Balance USA gave up this way. 
2. In 2014, New Balance USA filed the invalidation request against the same trademark, using the same 
grounds of the review of opposition without any new evidence. It was a violation of non bis in idem 
principle, as well as a waste of administrative resources and judicial resources. As a consequence, of 
course, New Balance USA could not get the corresponding relief. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Koko H. JIANG | Trademark Attorney 

Ms. JIANG graduated from Chengdu University of Technology and received her bachelor degree 

in Japanese language. Now she is majoring in law.  

With her professional working experience in a large intellectual property law firm in Beijing, Ms. 

JIANG started practicing in Jiaquan IP Law since 2015.  
Ms. JIANG has accumulated extensive experience in domestic and foreign trademark application 

and prosecution. She is especially familiar with trademark legal systems of Madrid, Japan, 

Southeast Asia and China, including Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan.  

Besides, being proficient in Chinese, English and Japanese, she can provide trademark services 

to our clients in these three languages.  
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