


 
 

 

  

 

 
 

China Plans to Approve the First Sound 
Trademark Registration Application

The first sound trademark registration application in 
China, Radio show intro of China Radio International, 
has been preliminary approved and published on 13 
February 2016. This will be the first sound trademark 
registration application that the China Trademark Office 
(CTMO) plans to approve. According to the introduction 
by the State Administration of Industry and Commerce, 
a sound trademark is a trademark where sound is used 
to perform the trademark function of uniquely 
identifying the commercial origin of products or 
services. Sound trademark may consist of musical 
sounds, such as a piece of music; or non-musical 
sounds, such as the voice of nature, human or animal 
sounds; or the mixture of both. 
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Digital Creativity: Culture Reimagined World IP Day 2016 
 

26 April 2016 comes the 16th World Intellectual Property 
Day. This year WIPO is going to explore some of the 
issues surrounding the cultural future. On the official 
website, WIPO announced the theme of this year – 
“Digital Creativity: Culture Reimagined”.   
 
WIPO wrote on the official website that “Reimagining 
culture – how we create it, how we access it, and how 
we finance it – is not without challenges. And the challenge of a flexible, adaptive intellectual property 
system is to help ensure that the artists and creative industries in our digital universe can be properly paid 
for their work, so they can keep creating.” 
 
 
 
 

 Hi-tech Shined Brilliantly at the 2016 Spring Festival Gala 

The 2016 CCTV Spring Festival Gala had been already 
presented to the audiences. Compared to previous 
years, what were the different technologies used? 
 
Augmented Reality Technique 
Wide-scale utilization of the augmented reality (AR) 
technique is a bright spot at the CCTV Spring Festival 
Gala for the Year of the Monkey. Although this was 
not the first time to utilize the AR technique, the 
effect was obviously stunning. This technique can simulate the real landscapes and realize man-machine 
interaction. 
 
In live broadcasting, virtual information was applied to the real-life show through computer technology, 
creating the effect that the real scene and the virtual objects appeared in the same picture and space, for 
instance, the song and dance performance “Let’s Go to the Beautiful China” by Phoenix Legend and Nine 
Month Miracle. 
 
Robots 
The robot dance was shining when Sun Nan singing the song “Rush to the Top”. 
 
540 UBTECH’s Alpha 1S Robots danced at the Gala. Standing 40cm and weighing 1.5kg, the Alpha 1s 
robots look small, but they are fairly flexible while dancing. Normally, the robots were one-to-one 
controlled through mobile apps. However, because there were as many as 540 robots involved in the  
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performance, UBTECH used new-designed antennae to control them so as to achieve orderliness and 
unification of the performance. 

 
Drones 
Also appeared with the adorable robots were 29 DJI’s civilian drones. It was the first time in its 33-year 
history of the Spring Festival Gala that civilian drones participated in the show. 
 

According to DJI, there are 29 drones in 3 different 
types, Phantom3 Professional, Inspire 1 and Agras 
MG-1, joined the performance. The members of 
executive team mainly come from DJI Studio. To make 
the drones shine brightly when dancing in the darkness, 
they pasted LED lamps around the rotors of each drone 
and invested breathing lights which can change seven 
colors in the spray pump of the agricultural unmanned 
aerial vehicle. 
 
Reliable Power Protection 
At the Quanzhou venue, State Grid Quanzhou Electric 
Power Supply Company used many high technologies 
to provide comprehensive security for the safe 
operation of the power grid. The three power supply 
points, stage lights, broadcast vehicles and outdoor 
lights, all used double power supply. When power 
failures occur, a normal generator car takes around 40 
seconds to switch, while the flywheel energy storage 
UPS system dropping the switching time down to O 
second. The combination of UPS vehicle and the traditional generator car gives seamless switching. This 
ensures that the power supply of the venues is “constantly online”. 
 
It is said that this is the first employment of the flywheel energy storage UPS system in Quanzhou. Being 
thus the technical level of the power supply is improved and the quality of the electricity is assured. The 
flywheel energy storage UPS system can supply electricity of high quality to cope with all kinds of 
emergencies. Controlled by full intellectualized system, it produces uninterrupted, continuous, long-lasting 
and high-quality electric power in zero milliseconds. It is the world’s most advanced magnetic flywheel 
energy storage and power supply technique. 
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 Affirming Protection Scope of Utility Model Patent Right 
Feng Jianming of Jiaquan IP Law Firm 

 
Summary of Case 
 
Guangdong Midea Cooling Equipment Co., Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as Midea) is a subsidiary of 
Midea Group. It is a large entity specializing in developing, manufacturing, marketing and serving 
domestic appliances, commercial air conditioners and central air conditioners. Several patents 
concerning domestic air conditioners have been granted under Midea’s name since 2012. Such 
domestic air conditioners are very popular after they have been launched to the market. A company in 
Ningbo (hereinafter referred to as NC) began to copy Midea’s domestic air conditioners and sell the 
products in a large scale due to the attractive profit, whose act has caused severe damage to Midea’s 
interest and disturbed market order. Therefore, Midea initiated a patent litigation against NC. During 
one of the first instance of litigations, the court brought in a verdict that the defendant’s product fell 
into the protection scope of Midea’s patent and therefore constituted infringement against Midea’s 
patent right. However, the defendant was not satisfied with the verdict and filed an appeal before 
Guangdong Higher People’s Court. 
 
Midea entrusted Jiaquan IP Law to file a response to the appeal. Mr. Feng Jianming, senior patent 
attorney in Jiaquan IP Law first analyzed the grounds raised by the defendant in the appeal, that is the 
alleged infringing product is lack of two essential technical features “the first location column and the 
second location column” as described in Claim 7 of the involved patent and does not fall into the 
protection scope of the involved patent. 
 
However, after analysis, Mr. Feng found that “the first and second location column” was obviously a 
typing error and should be corrected based on actual situation so as to protect the lawful rights and 
interests of the patentee. Referring to the Drawing 2, the description mentions “the inner side surface 
223 of the first location piece 221 could be considered as alignment arc with the wall 211 of the first 
installing hole. The inner side surface 224 of the second location piece 222 could be considered as 
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alignment arc with the wall 211 of the first installing hole”. Further, there is nowhere to find any item 
as “the first location column” in the whole description of the involved patent. Therefore, it is 
undoubtedly concluded that the typing error “the first and second location column” shall be corrected 
into “the first and second location piece”. In this case, the defendant’s claim that he did not infringe 
the patent right of Midea could not be accepted. After court debate, the court agreed on the aforesaid 
point of view and considered that the defendant’s claim was not accepted and rejected the appeal and 
affirmed the original judgment. 
 
Legal Basis 
 
Patent Law of the People's Republic of China  
 
Article 59 For the patent right of an invention or a utility model, the scope of protection shall be 
confined to what is claimed, and the written description and the pictures attached may be used to 
explain what is claimed. 
 
Comments: 
 
The applicant may explain the protection scope of the patent in the following ways: 
 
· Description and drawings shall be used to fairly enlarge or narrow the protection scope of claimed 
technical solution as described in the claims. That is, to include those features equivalent to essential 
technical features in the protection scope of the patent or confine some claimed essential technical 
feature as described in description and drawings. 

 
· When the technical feature as described in the independent claim is unclear, it is possible to 
clarify the issue with dependent claims or description and drawings. 

 
· When the drawings number is quoted in the claims, the technical feature in the claims shall not be 
restricted to the detailed structure as described in drawings. The protection scope of the patent shall 
not be completely limited to detailed embodiment as described in the description. 

 
· Abstract could not be used to determine the protection scope of the patent right nor explain the 
claims. 
· If obvious typing error arises in the claims or description, it shall be correctly explained based on 
actual situation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Jianming FENG | Patent Attorney / Litigator 

 
As a patent attorney with technical background of mechanical 
engineering and automation, Mr. FENG is professional in patent 
prosecution, litigation, portfolio management, counseling and nullity 
action. His professionalism is widely recognized by the clients and he is 
awarded “National Excellent Patent Attorney of 2012”, “Star Patent 
Attorney of 2013” and “Star Patent Attorney of 2014”. 
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